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Those who knew George Grote will appreciate the homage
rendered to Eeason when, in deference to its force, he could
bring himself to put aside the long-cherished impulses of his
generous nature.

But it must be observed that the views of the philosophic
statesman latterly came to predominate over the opinions
which had characterised the earlier phase of Grote's political
creed. Ever alive to the lessons of practical wisdom, as
gained by his acute observation of men and things, he never
shrank from confessing to such changes as they might
happen to generate in his mind. Not that he would ever
acknowledge himself other than republican, in sentiment, to
the very close. To have renounced this was more than could
be expected of a lifelong partisan and eloquent panegyrist of
that form of government. All that he would admit in its
disparagement was that republican institutions formed no
more effectual safeguard against the abuse of power than
monarchy, though he should prefer the former. He once
said, in conversing with myself in 1867 about the United
States, " I have outlived my faith in the efficacy of repub-
lican government regarded as a check upon the vulgar
passions of a majority in a nation, and I recognise the fact
that supreme power lodged in their hands may be exercised
quite as mischievously as by a despotic ruler like the first
Napoleon. The conduct of the Northern States, in the late
conflict with the Southern States, has led me to this conclu-
sion, though it costs me much to avow it, even to myself."

At page 235 of this work allusion occurs to a translation
of Grote's ' History of Greece * in the Italian language, and it
is incumbent on me to state some further particulars con-
cerning it.

A year or two subsequent to the publication of the tenth
volume^ the author received a letter from a lady named
Olympia Colonna, a member of a Neapolitan family of con*
ditian, informing him that she had made, or rather begun to
make* an Italian translation of the first few volumes. The and
